
1 
 

May 28, 2020             

St. Walter Parish Newsletter 

Issue 10, Vol. I  
HAPPY PENTECOST! 

 
Dear Parishioners of St. Walter- 
 
Here we are at the end of May and the Easter season.  The Feast of Pentecost is considered the 
third most important feast of the church year after Easter and Christmas.  It celebrates who we 
are as a church.  So for this Sunday at 10:30am, we will have Mass, recorded from St. Walter.   
It will be available online through our website (www.stwalterparish.com) and on our Facebook 
page (St. Walter Catholic Church – Chicago).  You will be able to pray the Mass at your 
convenience as it is not being presented live.  To really bring the joy of this feast to all of you, 
Phil Caffee will be playing and singing the Mass.  We hope that you and your family will take 
advantage of celebrating Pentecost with our parish. 
 
In the May 12th newsletter, we mentioned that our principal, Mrs. Sharon O’Toole, has 
accepted the position of Principal at St. Alexander in Palos Heights.  A Principal Search 
Committee has been assembled and has gone through an orientation to interview principal 
candidates.  We will begin the process this week.  In addition to myself, the search committee 
includes the following:  David Donohue, Toi Dugar, Kevin Jacobs, Karen Kaminski, Shanna 
Koonce, Rebecca Mayorga, Megan Mizell, Jil Ross, and Kathy Russell.  These individuals come 
together to represent our school families, faculty, School Board, and Parish Transformation 
Team.   
Please keep our work in your prayers and also respect the confidentiality of the process.   
We are hoping to find a principal who will continue to guide our students and staff in the great 
tradition of St. Walter School. 
 
We are still working towards re-opening our parish.  We would begin on a very limited basis for 
weddings, funerals, baptisms, and reconciliation with the possible addition of having the church 
open for private prayer and Eucharistic adoration at a later date.  Due to the pandemic, there 
are still many limitations and specific guidelines concerning the number of people who can 
come to church at one time, sanitizing, and other directives we will need to adhere to.  To make 
this work, we need to put everyone’s health and safety as our number one priority.  That is why 
the Archdiocese is expecting every parish to have a number of parishioners to assist in these 
circumstances.  No parish can move forward until it secures a number of volunteers to help at 
every Mass.  All volunteers are required to attend a one hour webinar.  If a church cannot come 
up with a sufficient number of trained volunteers to help, then it cannot re-open.   
 
Please seriously consider taking an active part in re-opening St. Walter and welcoming our 
parishioners back once again.  Please be advised that volunteers must be not over the age of 
65; with no underlying medical condition such as diabetes; lung disease; or undergoing cancer 
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treatment.  To help, call me at (773) 779-1515 or email me at stwalterchgo@gmail.com.   
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 Yours in Christ, 

 Fr. Jim 
 


