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June 10, 2020             

St. Walter Parish Newsletter 

Issue 12, Vol. I  
 

POMP & CIRCUMSTANCE, 2020 
  
 
Dear Parishioners of St. Walter- 
 
Our eighth graders graduate this Saturday, June 13th at 11:00am.  It will certainly be a different 
one.   Graduation ceremony will take place outside in the parking lot.  Families will remain in 
their cars and when each student is called, he or she will come forward, masked, to pick up 
their respective diploma.  One photo is allowed for the graduate and his or her parents, 
unmasked.  A welcome, awards, commencement address, and a final blessing are still part of 
the ceremony.  Truly different, but also memorable.  Congratulations to these 15 students who 
make up the graduating class of St. Walter, 2020.   
 

 
Sophia Alvarez, Culver Academy 

Olivia Bucko, Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School 
Timothy Burden, Marist High School 

Anthony Cantelo, St. Rita of Cascia High School 
Holly Catanzaro, St. Ignatius College Prep 
Farrah Coleman, St. Laurence High School 

Terrance Collier, St. Rita of Cascia High School 
Christian Dent, St. Rita of Cascia High School 

Lawsen Hamilton, St. Rita of Cascia High School 
Sara Jefferson, Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School 

Alberto Mayorga, Harold L. Richards High School 
Madison Nunn, Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School 

Marie O’Connor, Dwight D. Eisenhower High School 
Justin Orozco, Dwight D. Eisenhower High School 

Davon Sangster, Brother Rice High School 
 
Graduates, your learning experience since March 13th has been a challenging one that will 
continue to be with you for the rest of your lives!  Congratulations!  Our prayers are with all of 
you!  A special congratulations to the parents, guardians, and teachers who have taught them 
through the years, especially these last three months 
 
 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Fr. Jim 
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PARISH NEWS 

 
MASS FROM ST. WALTER 
A special thank you to those who enjoyed last Sunday’s Mass, recorded at St. Walter, for the 
Feast of the Blessed Trinity.  We will continue this Sunday with the last of the trilogy of Feasts:  
Corpus Christi, the Body and Blood of Christ.  We will also have a special Holy Hour with 
Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction.  Phil Caffee will play for both of these events.  We hope 
you enjoy them as they bring us ever closer to Christ.  Both will be posted at 10:30am on 
Sunday on our website (www.stwalterparish.com) and Facebook page (St. Walter Catholic 
Church – Chicago).  You will be able to pray the Mass at your convenience as it is not being 
presented live.  We hope to continue to do this every Sunday in the near future. 
 
PARISH RE-OPENING 
We have made great progress behind the scenes in our plans to re-open our parish.  We have 
received certification from the Archdiocese to open our church for Phase I.  Once social 
distancing guidelines have been implemented, St. Walter will be open on a very limited basis 
for weddings, funerals, baptisms, and reconciliation with the possible addition of having the 
church open for private prayer and Eucharistic adoration at a later date.  We will soon begin the 
process of implementing the specific guidelines needing to be met so that we can begin Phase I 
of the Archdiocese’s Re-Opening Plan.   
 
We still need additional trained volunteers as we continue to move forward with the  
re-opening of our parish.  Please seriously consider taking an active part in this process.  
Volunteers must be not over the age of 65; with no underlying medical condition such as 
diabetes; lung disease; or undergoing cancer treatment.  To help, call me at (773) 779-1515 or 
email me at stwalterchgo@gmail.com.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
GIVING REMINDER 
Thank you to those who have continued to contribute to our St. Walter parish family.  We are 
grateful to be remembered during this challenging time.  It is imperative that all of us support 
our parish with our prayers and our financial support.  All we need to do is to bring our weekly 
contributions to the rectory and place in the mail slot in the front door.  The rectory is located 
at 11722 S. Oakley Avenue.   
 
If it is more convenient, you can donate online as so many have done.     Here at St. Walter, we 
have two options: 

1. Using Our Sunday Visitor which can be accessed through our parish website or directly 
at www.osvonlinegiving.com/4913 

2. Through the Archdiocese’s website www.archchicago.org/home and click on the red 
DONATE button at the top of the home page.  Once you reach the Giving section of their 
website, “Universal Offertory Program” is the first choice 

You can make a weekly offertory contribution to our St. Walter parish family while sheltering-
in-place and keep our vital ministries going.  We ask that you prayerfully consider maintaining 
your regular weekly donation level.   
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PRINCIPAL SEARCH 
The work of our search committee continues.  We have begun interviewing candidates and 
continue to push towards finding someone who will continue Mrs. O’Toole’s hard work and 
dedication to our school.  We hope to have a principal for our school by the end of the month.  
In addition to Fr. Jim, the search committee includes the following:  David Donohue, Toi Dugar, 
Kevin Jacobs, Karen Kaminski, Rebecca Mayorga, Megan Mizell, Jil Ross, and Kathy Russell.  
These individuals come together to represent our school families, faculty, School Board, and 
Parish Transformation Team.  Please keep our work in your prayers and also respect the 
confidentiality of the process.   
 
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
The June issue of the “Word Among Us” and current issues of the “Chicago Catholic” are 
available at the Rectory.  The current issue of the “Chicago Catholic” has a very good article on 
outdoor shrines.  Marytown in Libertyville happens to be one of them.  That is the one that 
several of our parishioners enjoyed very much when we went there last fall.   Please call the 
rectory at (773) 779-1515 to make pick-up arrangements. 
 
 
POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTION FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 
We close this week’s Newsletter with Pope Francis’ monthly intention: 
 

We pray for all who are suffering today.   
May they find their way in life and allow themselves  

to be touched by the very Heart of Jesus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


