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June 4, 2020             

St. Walter Parish Newsletter 

Issue 11, Vol. I   

ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE HELPERS 
  
 
Dear Parishioners of St. Walter- 
 
There’s an old adage that whenever conflict or turmoil become so overwhelming, always look 
for the helpers.  Over the last few weeks, we certainly have had our share of it.  In the midst of 
a world-wide pandemic, that no one who is alive has ever encountered, there are so many 
helpers who have fearlessly confronted this disease.  We have seen healthcare workers, first 
responders, essential workers, and those attending to the sick and dying, selflessly put their 
own lives at risk to help others. 
 
With the recent unrest, it is so easy to focus only on the destruction and violence.  It is possible 
to forget the helpers.  A local television reporter was asked to show the destruction of one of 
the suburban business districts, but instead he called the audience’s attention to the many 
helpers who came out at 6:00 in the morning to clean up the aftermath left by the looters. 
 
The most repeated video everyone saw is the one where George Floyd makes his plea for help 
over and over again, “I can’t breathe.”  For him, it was a matter of life and death.  And as we 
watch this difficult video, we just cannot find helpers in sight, no matter how hard we look, no 
matter how often we view it. 
 
It was Jesus who once responded to a certain lawyer who asked him, “And who is my 
neighbor?”  Jesus recognized that he could only respond to the lawyer’s question with a 
parable.  It is one of the most beloved parables Jesus ever told:  the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  After two people ignore the man who is half-dead, it is a Samaritan who comes to 
his aid. 
 
So what do we do as a church, a neighborhood, a country?  The direction for all of us can be 
found in the parable.  The Good Samaritan was moved with compassion when he saw the man 
half-dead.  The root meaning of compassion is “to suffer with.”  That is the direction that all 
helpers move in order to go forward.  Then and only then can true healing take place.  Our faith 
is not only to believe and love God.  It also means to believe and love all of humanity that God 
created.  Let us move forward with compassion! 
 
 

 Yours in Christ, 
 Fr. Jim 
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PARISH NEWS 
 
MASS FROM ST. WALTER 
A special thank you to those who enjoyed last Sunday’s Mass, recorded at St. Walter, for the 
Feast of Pentecost.  We will do the same this Sunday with the Feast of the Blessed Trinity.  Mass 
will be posted at 10:30am on Sunday on our website (www.stwalterparish.com) and Facebook 
page (St. Walter Catholic Church – Chicago).  You will be able to pray the Mass at your 
convenience as it is not being presented live.  We hope to continue to do this every Sunday in 
the near future. 
 
REST IN PEACE 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Joseph Ruiz.  He passed away on May 28, 2020.  Joe 
was a longtime volunteer at our school.  He was a key member of our Athletic Association, 
tirelessly lining the soccer fields every week, in autumn and spring, and coaching 7th and 8th 
grade soccer for many years.  So many of our school children will also remember Joe for his 
faithful work monitoring Lunch and Recess. Due to CDC Guidelines, all services will be private.  
Click the link for his obituary:  https://www.hickeyfuneral.com/obituary/joseph-ruiz.   
 
PARISH RE-OPENING 
We have made great progress behind the scenes in our plans to re-open our parish.  We have 
received certification from the Archdiocese to open our church for Phase I.  Once social 
distancing guidelines have been implemented, St. Walter will be open on a very limited basis 
for weddings, funerals, baptisms, and reconciliation with the possible addition of having the 
church open for private prayer and Eucharistic adoration at a later date.  We will soon begin the 
process of implementing the specific guidelines needing to be met so that we can begin Phase I 
of the Archdiocese’s Re-Opening Plan.   
 
We still need additional trained volunteers as we continue to move forward with the  
re-opening of our parish.  Please seriously consider taking an active part in this process.  
Volunteers must be not over the age of 65; with no underlying medical condition such as 
diabetes; lung disease; or undergoing cancer treatment.  To help, call me at (773) 779-1515 or 
email me at stwalterchgo@gmail.com.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
GIVING REMINDER 
Thank you to those who have continued to contribute to our St. Walter parish family.  We are 
grateful to be remembered during this challenging time.  It is imperative that all of us support 
our parish with our prayers and our financial support.  All we need to do is to bring our weekly 
contributions to the rectory and place in the mail slot in the front door.  The rectory is located 
at 11722 S. Oakley Avenue.   
 
If it is more convenient, you can donate online as so many have done.     Here at St. Walter, we 
have two options: 

1. Using Our Sunday Visitor which can be accessed through our parish website or directly 
at www.osvonlinegiving.com/4913 
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2. Through the Archdiocese’s website www.archchicago.org/home and click on the red 
DONATE button at the top of the home page.  Once you reach the Giving section of their 
website, “Universal Offertory Program” is the first choice 

You can make a weekly offertory contribution to our St. Walter parish family while sheltering-
in-place and keep our vital ministries going.  We ask that you prayerfully consider maintaining 
your regular weekly donation level.   
 
PRINCIPAL SEARCH 
The work of our search committee continues.  We have begun interviewing candidates and 
continue to push towards finding someone who will continue Mrs. O’Toole’s hard work and 
dedication to our school.  In addition to Fr. Jim, the search committee includes the following:  
David Donohue, Toi Dugar, Kevin Jacobs, Karen Kaminski, Rebecca Mayorga, Megan Mizell, Jil 
Ross, and Kathy Russell.  These individuals come together to represent our school families, 
faculty, School Board, and Parish Transformation Team.  Please keep our work in your prayers 
and also respect the confidentiality of the process.   
 
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
The June issue of the “Word Among Us” and current issues of the “Chicago Catholic” are 
available at the Rectory.  Please call (773) 779-1515 to make pick-up arrangements. 
 
 
POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTION FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 
We close this week’s Newsletter with Pope Francis’ monthly intention: 
 

We pray for all who are suffering today.   
May they find their way in life and allow themselves  

to be touched by the very Heart of Jesus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


